INTRODUCTION

The Plan

This Marshall Plan for humanity uses an economic approach to go to the heart of global problems.  It creates a system where conflict is less profitable than caring, sharing and constructive action.

Every woman, man and child is given the equivalent of U.S. $250 per year credit which can only be spent on personal or community development.  This affects all of our lives, individually,  and the world economy.  

Development is encouraged beginning with each individual person and opens new markets to enable goods and services to travel from richer to poorer regions.  This regenerates the world economy, without harming the environment, because goods and services provided through the Plan are carefully monitored at the community, national and international levels. 

The credit received by each person, specifically for personal and community development, will kindle an interest in what produces meaningful personal and community growth and fulfillment. As businesses focus on this new market, directed at wholesome development, advertising will fuel people's interest and so will the media.  Attitudes will embrace constructive growth, as the personal credit of the Marshall Plan is renewed and increased every year.

A Supplementary Income For Every Woman Man And Child. A Marshall Plan For The Earth describes how currency can be generated for such a Plan and  how infrastructures can be developed from what is already in place. This book carefully describes how a supplementary income for development would affect a change in peoples attitudes to life and one another and foster community spirit and suggests ways in which readers, while helping to implement the plan, can bring meaning to their individual lives and have a constructive impact on governments at the very time when they are gathered at the United Nations to make decisions about the future of our planet.

This book covers diverse fields: economy, psychological and community development, group dynamics and how governments and we, the peoples work together at the U.N. Many readers will be unfamiliar with the topics covered, while some readers may be experts in some and have no knowledge of others.  The total picture is therefore illustrated in chapter two by drawing on simple experiences of every day living, so that all can understand how all elements fit together.   The, in part, fictitious "Diary of Vimala", described in chapter two is an  account of how the EXPERIENCE of life in a community would change as the Marshall Plan is implemented.

In this account we build on experiences that every one has tasted and see how all aspects of the Plan work together.  Chapter Two describes what it would feel like to live under the Plan and how the processes of both personal and economic development combine to bring about social change.

This second chapter is different from the rest of the book through its experiential style and its step by step explanations.  The reader can easily skim the parts that explain well understood  principles.  

Despite its diversity, this book scarcely mentions the environment, yet the well-being of all life on earth is the one theme which pervades every page. Its context is, in fact, both the well-being of the individual and how we all can find our rightful place, in the great scheme of nature.

Let us look at this larger picture.

Today's World

Our individual boundaries are expanding, as technology interweaves our worlds. It has become difficult to maintain separate realities as we stare into the eyes of a starving child at the other side of the planet, and soldiers, refugees, poverty and pollution wipe out familiar boundaries.  At the same time rich foreign cultures, new ideas, caring actions and wise words stir our hearts and minds,  challenging old horizons.  

As our separate worlds crumble, a global community begins to be discerned. All feel uprooted as we orient to this larger world.

Viewed dispassionately, it is a natural process. Like boiling water becoming steam, as communications increase, so does the amount of activity in our lives. Some find a new sense of freedom, while others find their previously more peaceful existence invaded by a host of foreign influences.  

The seething mass of humanity is under, what sometimes feels like unbearable pressure, as poverty, conflict, pollution and crime affect every aspect of our living.

In a desperate search for security, we increasingly give urgent expression to what seems uniquely ours -- "me", "my", and "mine"-- , at the expense of what connects us, like caring concern and sharing. In our uprooted state this is a natural process which we experience as "greed " and "aggression".

With the energy of water molecules about to become steam, we bend one another's lives out of shape.  While wealth leads to the expansion of one part of humanity, others are ousted from their homes and lands.  While poverty rapes our world and greed poisons it, humanity destroys its own habitat.

Too late, it seems, we realize that rich and poor depend for their very survival on one another and on their common home. 

A Unity That Already Exists

Yet, when we pause to reflect, we sense, deep down, an existing, wholesome unity which already exists.  Humanity is already one. Our worlds are connected through systems of land, water, air and the network of life, itself.

In times gone by, all lived close to nature. In today's world, only a few seem to have a conscious understanding of their connection to the natural world.  They are mainly indigenous peoples, whose numbers are rapidly diminishing. 

Yet unconsciously, our innate connection persists.  It is the umbilical chord that connects us to the processes of life. Our connections to Mother Nature and the larger Universe make our individual lives possible.

The birth of technologically-linked humanity into the global age is a shift, not in physical reality, because physically our interdependence exists.  It is a shift in consciousness, a renewed acquaintance,  this time, not in an intuitive, innate way, but in a reasoned, outwardly perceived reality.  

We are, in fact, faced with two global connections:

1. The intuitive one, our heritage from the animal kingdom which connects us to the natural scheme, and persists in part outside of conscious awareness;

2. The technologically-linked humanity that seems hopelessly out of sync.

Can technologically linked humanity, find its rightful place within the natural scheme? 

Sustainable Development

There is no reason why technology should continue to destroy nature. The problem lies with humanity.  It has two aspects:

1. that our self-centred needs have gained such an explosive quality; and

2.  that these needs can not be met where there is no wholesome interchange between "haves" and "have-nots", and between human beings and the natural environment.  

 Can we meet those most urgent needs, which, if left unmet, give the "me", "my" and "mine" their destructive force, and still live together harmoniously within the natural scheme? 

In other worlds, can we develop sustainably?

"Sustainable development" is a phrase used by governments at the United Nations. It means: wholesome development for all human beings and a healthy world economy, both existing in harmony with the systems of nature.

Let us look at this issue in more detail.

Personal Growth And Sustainable Development

If each one of us were given the means to do and have what we deeply sought in life, it is unlikely that people would hoard mountains of cash or butter. It is even more unlikely that having done so, they would clamber on top of such a mountain and spend the rest of their lives doing nought.

Instead, we would first satisfy our need for food, shelter and clothing, then for social support,  and finally, if we were really secure in these needs, we would seek personal fulfillment by, for example, buying a bike, camera or paints.

The World Marshall Plan described in this book builds on the latter premise.  It assumes that constructive change would take place, if every man, woman and child would receive a supplementary income to meet their most urgent needs, providing this income could never be used to harm anyone else or the planet.

It builds on the theories of the well-known psychologist Abraham Maslow, who outlines a "hierarchy of needs", an order in which people tend to meet their needs.  For instance, people tend to meet their physical needs first and then become interested in social interaction and personal growth or "individuation", as the latter is sometimes called.  As we individuate, greed and aggression tend to decrease, and individual human beings refind their rightful place in the natural scheme. 

The power of this process lies in the fact that by meeting our most urgent needs, from physical security to personal growth, we are developing our intuitive, innate understanding of how the natural order works, both within and outside of ourselves. Personal development helps each to find his or her place in the natural scheme. 

Any action taken with a deep understanding of OUR RIGHTFUL PLACE IN the natural order works is MORE LIKELY TO BE sustainable. The understanding of these personal and universal dynamics can only be understood by the experience of doing.

A supplementary income for each woman, man and child can not ensure that everyone will develop as planned.  Nevertheless, the World Marshall Plan can help a wholesome connection to gradually take hold between individual people, on one hand,  and between human beings and the planet, on the other. 

The World Marshall Plan  draws on modern economic practices, psychological understanding, existing methods for education, decision making and census taking, and telecommunications. We shall see how this, already existing know-how forms the foundation from which the Plan can become operational.

This World Marshall Plan leaves existing structures in place, enabling the new and old to co-exist, much as municipal, national and global administrational structures supplement one another.  It functions merely as a midwife, encompassing  humanity as it transforms itself into a global community.

About The Author Of This Plan

It is no coincidence that Pieter Kooistra, the author of this Plan, besides being an economist and a Renaissance man, is also an artist. He refuses to take credit for his ideas.  He ascribes these to inspiration from the Universe.  Indeed the Plan is firmly rooted in an understanding of (w)holistic principles.

Kooistra recounts how, in 1974, he was filled with compassion as he watched starving children on t.v.: their matchstick arms and legs and their large eyes, past blaming, already reconciled to death. He knew that donations would not suffice to come to grips with the magnitude of this problem.  Then, he -- like many before him, who have had a truly creative insight --  had a sudden flash of understanding of how the situation could be remedied without anyone having to do without whatever they themselves deemed they needed. 

Kooistra has supported himself using his innovative economic approaches.  By bartering for goods and services, he lives largely from his art.

In 1955, Kooistra, set up an art library system, thereby combining both his artistic and economic talents.  The art libraries enable people to borrow works of art with an option of buying them.  The system educates the public and provides artists with both recognition and income. This unique social innovation was an overwhelming success: There are now about 100 such art libraries, with 250,000 works of art, circulated among 150,000 borrowers.  The system, which now is spreading to other nations, nets, at present,  about U.S. $7.5 million each year.

Kooistra has now spent nearly two decades studying, developing  and implementing economic principles.  In 1981, he outlined his theories in a first book, Voor (For Everyone And Against No-one), which was written in Dutch.  The Second book in Dutch and its translation into English are being  financed by the Dutch Government, which is also financing a pilot programme to see how elements of the Plan might be applied. 

About This Book

This World Marshall Plan was introduced to experts, governments and other international organizations by the Association of World Citizens, during the preparations to the United Nations Earth Summit.

The present book is a response to suggestions and questions of delegates from countries worldwide and was formulated with the kind help of U.N. and other experts.  

The wealth of input from a wide range of experts and from individuals from every part of the world has been extremely useful in making the ideas more generally accessible.

This book is different from other writings on this Plan. It is the first one written in English.  Its aim is both to show how the World Marshall Plan operates and to demonstrate how it can be developed from what exists in our world today.

The final chapter of this book answers the most frequently asked questions about the Plan.

How This Plan Relates To Other Marshall Plans

Consideration of a world marshall plan could not take place at a better time: finances are on everyone's mind as we seem to live on the verge of economic upswings which never fully take off. 

The U.N. World Economic Survey of 1992 states:

"There is today much concern about the lack of resources for such urgent needs as the reconstruction  of the east, a concerted attack on poverty and human development in the poorest countries, and environmental investments of all kinds...There is, in fact, no other way to resolve the economic and political crises multiplying in the world community than to give priority to the restoration of growth...

"In the long run only productivity increases can ensure meaningful growth and development, but the first need is to reduce the waste of human lives in poverty and unemployment, which is the scourge of the world and at the root of its most acute problems.  Restoring a more vigorous and dynamic climate of growth in the world economy must be the principal objective of international economic cooperation in the years ahead." (page 9)

It is therefore not surprising that this Marshall Plan is one of several being discussed simultaneously in different parts of the world.  Two of the best known are:

"The World Marshall Plan", outlined in the final chapter of Earth in the Balance: Ecology and the Human Spirit, a book written by Al Gore, Vice President of the United States; and 

Der Okologische Marshallplan, written by Professor Dr. Lutz Wicke, scientific Director of the German Environmental Ministry, and his colleague, Dr. Jochen Hucke.  

During the preparation for the 1992 Earth Summit, the U.N. Conference on Environment and Development, a number of other Marshall Plans were considered.  Among these were a Marshall Plan for Eastern Europe and a Marshall Plan for Africa.

Each plan is a true contribution to today's thinking. So, too, the plan described in this book has a contribution to make. It differs from the other plans, as follows:

While the others  choose to focus on  a selection of problems: the ecology, the economy, the development of a region,  this World Marshall Plan sets out to deal with today's global problems in their interrelationship. By encompassing a larger context of problems, it can draw on a larger context for solutions. 

Two contributions it is able to make are:

1. It combines individual and economic development worldwide; and

2. It is self-financing. While other plans describe how the world's financial pie can be redistributed, this one shows how it can be enlarged. This World Marshall Plan generates hard currency while it operates.

When Questions Arise As You Read...

Questions posed about this Plan at public talks, conferences, workshops and by delegates representing a wide range of governments at the United Nations have been the stimulus for its detailed elaboration spanning two books.  This first book provides an overview of its many facets. The second book goes into greater detail and puts the Plan into a wider philosophical context.

In answering my own questions as they arise, I adopt a two-phased approach.  

I first ask myself:  "Can my question be dealt with in our present reality which is so conflicted? In many cases it can not, and yet I do not see right away how it can be dealt with by the World Marshall Plan, either.  This does not necessarily invalidate the whole Plan. Nothing is a panacea in a world so rich in contrasts as our own.

In many cases however a particular problems has become pressing because it can only be dealt with in a global context, not in today's national or even smaller ones.

This World Marshall Plan is designed to midwife the transition to a global community, in which nations, cultures, religions, etc. have a rightful place. Even if I do not always directly see the solution to my question, it is clear that the Plan will provide a vehicle which is better equipped to solving the problem, than those which are available to us today.

When the World Marshall Plan is operational, people will have the funds and necessary know-how to develop personally and in their community lives. They will be linked globally. The new global structures, the emerging global values and greater flow of information,  existing in contrast to what we have today, will usually provide a means for economic and social regeneration.  

As a second step in answering my own questions, I therefore visualize this new situation. More often than not, I then see how the World Marshall Plan will provide the means and funds to solve my question.

If you have questions which are not answered in this book, we should be glad to hear from you. We should also be grateful for any solutions you may wish to share for inclusion in later editions.

